
Lake Worth golf teacher to be 
inducted into Palm Beach 
County Sports Hall of Fame 

 

Annette “Babe” DeLuca, a former LPGA Tour player and a golf teacher at Park Ridge Golf Course in 
Lake Worth, will be inducted into the Palm Beach County Sports Hall of Fame in March. (Annette 
DeLuca/Courtesy) 

Alex Kushel Special correspondent 

 

 

Annette “Babe” DeLuca enjoyed special memories as a professional golfer on the LPGA 

Tour. She also has made an impact in the community as a golf teacher in Lake Worth. 

Recently, she was recognized for her athletic achievements and was named to the 2019 

Palm Beach County Sports Hall of Fame Induction Class. 

DeLuca started on the links at 18 and had three wins on the Gold Coast Tour. She joined 

the LPGA Tour in 1996 and had some strong performances during her career. She tied for 

second place at the Sunrise Hawaiian Ladies Open, tied for 11th at the McDonalds LPGA 

Championship and tied for 30th at the U.S. Women’s Open in 2003. 

  

Congratulations, Babe!



In 2007, DeLuca began working with owner Donna White of Professional Golf Services, 

which provides services at the John Prince Golf Learning Center, Okeeheelee Golf Course 

and Park Ridge Golf Course. White was on the LPGA Tour and is a member of the Palm 

Beach County Sports Hall of Fame. 

DeLuca started as an LPGA Teaching Professional and adult programming director at 

John Prince Golf Learning Center in Lake Worth. During the past six years, she has been 

teaching and instructing at Park Ridge Golf Course on Lantana Road in Lake Worth. 

  

  

“I enjoy helping and teaching people and I have been able to give time and guide them on 

what they want to accomplish,” she said. “I try to make it fun and they are eager to learn 

and practice to work on their golf game.” 

DeLuca, who is a golf member at Delaire Country Club in Delray Beach, also lives in 

Tequesta. She spends the summer and fall in Glenville, North Carolina where she is the 

owner of The Golf Barn, an indoor golf learning studio with a virtual golf simulator. She 

primarily teaches adults at Park Ridge Golf Course multiple times a week during the 

winter and spring. 

“Park Ridge is a beautiful course with a unique layout,” DeLuca said. “The driving range 

and facilities are fantastic. The staff and volunteers are wonderful people. I am really 

comfortable and enjoy being there.” 

DeLuca grew up in Palm Beach Gardens and was a standout athlete in basketball and 

softball at Cardinal Newman High School. She played third base and won three state 

championships with the softball team. During her freshman season, she drove in the 

winning run to send Cardinal Newman to the state title game. DeLuca will be inducted to 

the Palm Beach County Sports Hall of Fame on March 25 at the Palm Beach County 

Convention Center. 

“I grew up here and this is my home,” DeLuca said. “I had a wonderful high school career. 

We were a powerhouse in softball. It’s great to receive recognition for what I accomplished 

as an athlete in high school and then in my profession. I am very excited and humbled to 

be inducted into the Palm Beach County Sports Hall of Fame.” 

Congratulations, Babe!



Despite an opportunity to play softball at Mercer University in Georgia, DeLuca decided to 

take up golf after graduating high school and had stints working at President Country Club 

in West Palm Beach and PGA National in Palm Beach Gardens. She learned from golf 

educator and mentor Dr. Gary Wiren, who also was named to the 2019 Palm Beach County 

Hall of Fame Induction Class. Wiren gave DeLuca the nickname “Babe” for her natural 

athletic ability after former Olympian athlete and golfer Babe Didrikson Zaharias. 

DeLuca won the Southeast Section Championship twice and shot a 65 to set a course 

record in West Palm Beach in 2010. After joining the LPGA Legends Tour in 2013, DeLuca 

qualified for the inaugural U.S. Senior Women’s Open last year and played at Chicago Golf 

Club in Wheaton, Illinois. 

“I have formed great relationships with players from the tour and it’s great to see each 

other when we have events,” DeLuca said. “It’s like a sisterhood." 
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boynton-beach-annette-deluca-hall-of-fame-golf-20190116-story.html 

 

Congratulations, Babe!
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