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A thumbprint on a pawn receipt led police to a
landscaper from Greenacres, who is facing burglary,
fraud and larceny charges in the theft from a home in
Delaire Country Club.

DELRAY BEACH — A landscaper stole a diamond ring from a house in Delray
Beach on Saturday and then pawned it for a tiny fraction of its value, city police
alleged in announcing his arrest.

Authorities recovered the 18-karat ring, reportedly valued at $31,000, at a
Lantana-area pawn shop, where Melvin Antonio Alicea, 29, sold it for $80.

A thumbprint on the pawn receipt helped lead investigators to Alicea, a
Greenacres resident, who security officers at Delaire Country Club identified as
someone who had regular access to the property. He was arrested Tuesday on
charges of burglary, fraud, larceny and dealing in stolen property. He is
scheduled for a bail hearing Thursday.

>> COURTS Witness testimony concludes in fatal shooting of 18-month-

old I’zarion Colin

According to an arrest report, the home’s owner returned to his house Saturday
evening to find his TV missing from his back patio. The sliding door to the
patio, which officers said can be accessed from the neighborhood golf course,
was unlocked.
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Also missing was his wife’s ring, which contained 10 baguette diamonds. A
caretaker who lives in the residence told deputies she was missing several pieces
of jewelry as well, including a Louis Vuitton coin purse and a Movado watch.

The man provided deputies with a photo of the ring and told them his neighbor
saw a small, red vehicle in the driveway while he was out of the house with his
wife and caretaker.

>> CRIME Jupiter High student who had pellet gun in school released

from jail

Using a database of local pawn purchases, an officer learned that Alicea pawned
a ring that matched the description at Value Pawn & Jewelry at Lantana Road
and Congress Avenue. The officer used a thumbprint from the original pawn
slip to confirm Alicea’s identity.

A guard at the Delaire gate, on Military Trail south of Linton Boulevard, also
confirmed that the man in a photo provided by the officer was Alicea, who
works in the neighborhood on behalf of Jason Landscaping and Botanical Land
Services and has regular access to the property, the report said.
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Perhaps the POA Security Committee should be more concerned about 
denying access to bad actors than about the few speeders that they seem so 
obsessed with.  Security checks should be performed by vendors on all their 
employees who have access to Delaire.  Those reports should then be vetted by 
Delaire Security before anyone accesses the premises.  No one seems to recall 
any accidents, but there have been plenty of thefts.
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