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Why more golf courses are open this week, 
despite coronavirus shutdowns 
By Dylan Dethier 
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48 percent of U.S. golf courses are open (green), representing an increase over last week. 
NATIONAL GOLF FOUNDATION  

 
In recent months, there’s been one consistent trend for businesses across the United States: 
they’ve been shutting down. But not golf courses — not this week, at least. 

A comprehensive study from the National Golf Foundation (which you can read here) 
revealed that for the week ending April 12, 48% of U.S. courses were open for play. That 
actually marks an increase of 4% over last week, when 44% of courses were open for public 
play. 

The NGF concluded that while there was a slight increase in course closures in the South, 
even more courses in the northern U.S. opened for the season, leading to the net gain. 
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The study is based on phone conversations the NGF had with over 1,700 courses last week — 
these guys have been grinding on the phones. 

 
TRAVEL 

 
Why one golf course is reopening — with these strict coronavirus restrictions 

 

The NGF study revealed massive regional differences in which parts of the country have open 
courses. While just 14% of West Coast facilities (California, Oregon and Washington) are 
open, the numbers are far different in middle America and in the southeast. 

The report explained that course closures, like the virus itself, “tend to be concentrated in 
urban areas.” Courses are more likely to be open in rural areas, where there is likely a lower 
density of infection to begin with. 

Here are those numbers, in regions as divided by the U.S. Census: 

New England: 20% of courses open 

Middle Atlantic: 28% 

South Atlantic: 75% 

East South Central: 81% 

West South Central: 69% 

East North Central: 27% 

West North Central: 59% 

Mountain: 69% 

Pacific: 14% 
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Golf course closures vary tremendously by region. 
NATIONAL GOLF FOUNDATION  

 

ADVERTISEMENT 

The NGF also conducted state-by-state testing, calling every course in a particular state on 
one day to get a sense of their openness. Here are some of their numbers: 

Arizona: 91% open 

Arkansas: 84% 

Louisiana: 53% 

North Carolina: 94% 

Oklahoma: 75% 
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South Carolina: 87% 

Wyoming: 60% 

While state officials have worked to clarify specific policies as they relate to golf, confusion 
still reigns in some parts of the country. In Texas, Governor Greg Abbott sent mixed messages 
about openness before the attorney general outlined a list of guidelines allowing courses to 
open. On Wednesday, Austin’s city courses reopened, though golf carts are not available at 
any locations and face coverings/masks are required around the pro shop, among a variety of 
social distancing protocols. 
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Golf Emergency Relief Fund: Who qualifies, how to apply and how much it’s worth 

 

Should golf courses be open? Golfers are split on the issue, with older golfers generally more 
in favor of restrictions on play. Among those age 18-34, 67% oppose restrictions while 26% 
support. For golfers 65 and older, just 30% oppose restrictions while 55% support them. 

You can read the entire NGF study here. 
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