
Who are we really dealing with? 
Shouldn’t members know? 

 

Based on our research, Ines Ferrari Garcia is not a licensed interior designer.   
Ferrari-Interiors.com gives a License # AA26001809 on their website, but that is an 
architect’s license specific to her husband Oscar Garcia.  It appears that Oscar would 
be able to provide these services, but not Ines.  If that’s the case, then he should be 
the one doing the presentations and explaining the project.  We also wonder what 
legal recourse Delaire would have if she screws this up or misappropriates funds.   

We also question what scope of services she provided to all the clients she has 
listed on her website.  Many of those clients are also clients of CSA and we wonder if 
Oscar didn’t put them on there because he was somehow involved with their 
project.  Many of the clients on her website have very formulaic decorating 
procedures which come down from corporate.  They may need someone to provide 
some local touches, but a Marriot Courtyard and a Holiday Inn Express are pretty 
much the same anywhere you go, subject to the site dictates and local codes.  The 
pictured properties go back to the early 2000s.  

We think Florencia Martinez and Howard Kent have valid objections to using Ines 
Garcia.  If Delaire is dumb enough to use an unlicensed interior designer, I don’t 
know how you can complain when you don’t get what you wanted.  Also, shouldn’t 
there be some minimum financial responsibility requirement for a job of this size or at 
the very least require a performance bond?  Who do we turn to for redress, should 
that become necessary? 

 

An Interior Designer is someone who designs, or provides consultation, drawings, specifications and 

administration of design construction contracts relating to nonstructural interior elements of a 

commercial building or structure.  Interior design includes reflected ceiling plans (a scale diagram of a 

room or building drawn as if seen from above), space planning, furnishings and the fabrication of 

nonstructural elements within and surrounding interior spaces of building.  If you are going to hire 

someone to design the interior of a commercial structure he/she needs to be licensed. 

Important Note:  The services rendered that require licensure may be performed by licensed 

architects.  Anyone who performs interior decorating or design services for residential purposes is not 

required to be licensed.*  Residential work includes residence buildings, single-family homes, 

multifamily homes, townhouses, apartments, condominiums, and domestic outbuildings appurtenant to 

one-family or two-family residences.  However, it does not include common areas associated with 
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multiple-unit residences.  Please contact your local building department for clarification prior to 

entering into contracts for the services listed below. 

These items are offered as examples of services you do need to hire a person with a Florida license and 

services you do not need to hire a person with a Florida license.  The list is not all inclusive.  If you have 

specific questions, please contact the department at 850.487.1395 or review the rules for the profession 

at www.myfloridalicense.com.  You should also check with your county or city to learn whether or not 

a local business tax receipt or certificate of competency is required for services that do not require a 

state license.  Please visit our Unlicensed Activity page to learn more about how you can help us 

combat Unlicensed Activity. 

 Needs a DBPR License  Does not need a DBPR License 

Interior design of commercial structures, 

including space planning, draperies, flooring, etc. 

Interior decorating or interior design of residences.* 

Interior design of common areas of multiple-unit 

dwellings, such as clubhouses, lobbies, laundry 

rooms, swimming pool areas, etc. 

 

* Federal District Judge Robert L. Hinkle has entered an order, Opinion on the Merits, in the 

case of Locke v. Shore in the United States District Court for the Northern District of Florida. 

Under this ruling a person must be a registered interior designer to provide commercial 

interior design services in the State of Florida. However, any person may use the title 

“interior designer” regardless of whether or not they hold a Florida license. A person may 

provide residential interior design services and may advertise herself/himself as an “interior 

designer” without a license. This ruling does not change the statutes in Chapter 481 but 

does impact how the Board enforces the statutes. 

   

The Fictitious Name Act (s.865.09, F.S.) requires any person (which, by definition, includes an 
individual, as well as a business entity) to register their “fictitious name” or “dba” name with 
the Florida Department of State prior to conducting business in Florida. 
 
Since Ferrari Interiors dissolved their corporate status in 2011, we checked to see if 
they had registered a fictitious name.  They have and it is attached.  Note that it was 
just filed less than a year ago in February 2019.  The way I see it, they have been 
operating for about 8 years without complying with the law.  Without a fictitious 
name registered, how did they open a bank account, lease an office or anything 
else.  Did they just register because the Delaire job was coming into view?  This 
brings into question just how much business they have really done and who it was 
for?  You can say anything, but can you support it?  Kind of like the $3400 benefit 
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study.  Would all those big companies listed on her website hire her firm if it was not 
properly organized and credentialed?  Ferrari also uses the same Delray Beach 
address as CSA architects.  It also appears that the Ferrari-Interiors website was 
just created on 2/18/19, about the same time they filed their fictitious name 
registration. 
 
Domain Name: FERRARI-INTERIORS.COM 
Registry Domain ID: 2361768398_DOMAIN_COM-VRSN 
Registrar WHOIS Server: whois.godaddy.com 
Registrar URL: http://www.godaddy.com 
Updated Date: 2019-02-21T19:05:15Z 
Creation Date: 2019-02-18T13:19:41Z 
 

Who are we really dealing with? 
Shouldn’t members know? 

 
This has all the hallmarks of the golf course 

renovation.  If voters approve this $10,000,000 
plan, we feel you will be giving carte blanche 
to people who will configure things on the fly. 

 
Remember the pine straw? 

Who saw that coming? 
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